Press Release
Friday December 7" 2007

Social Housing Commitment Welcomed: Rent Allowance
Increase is Token, says Dublin Simon

Dublin Simon Welcomes Government Commitment to Social Housing but
says Minimum Increase in Rent Allowance Does Not Correspond with the
Real Increase in Rents in the Private rented Sector

Dublin Simon welcomed Wednesday’s specific reference by the Government
to commit to “supports for homeless services” in 2008. However the
organisation called for further detail on the scale and nature of these
supports.

Dublin Simon is concerned an 11% increase in rent allowance does not support
actual rent increases in the Dublin area. Some of Dublin Simon’s most
vulnerable people are trying to maintain their accommodation in the private
rented sector and this may hinder the preventative element of Dublin Simon’s
strategy.

Dublin Simon also welcomes the government’s commitment to commence
with or acquire 9,000 new social housing units in 2008, in line with social
housing targets defined in the NDP. Recent failings in this area mean this
commitment is long overdue and must be fulfilled. Too often in the past we
have seen national social housing targets go unmet, severely restricting the
options available for people to move out of homelessness.

Sam McGuinness CEO Dublin Simon comments “The key is to ensure that Local
Authorities deliver on their commitments to Social Housing. They have signed
up to deliver; we need to see the action.” Mr. Mc Guinness went on to point
out the Cost/Benefit of Social Housing saying, “The HA itself has stated that
the provision of social housing by local authorities is more cost effective than
accommodating homeless households in B&B’s™.

These commitments come in the wake of Tuesday’s launch of the Homeless
Agency’s A Pathway to Home at which Minister Bat O’Keefe spoke of the
Government’s dedication to ending long-term homelessness in Dublin by 2010



Figures released at this launch show that 104 people are sleeping rough in the
Dublin area. This survey was conducted on one November night in Dublin city
between the canals. The number is recognised as being an ‘absolute
minimum’ number of those sleeping rough every night and excludes those
spending the night in a squat.

The Dublin Simon Rough Sleeper Team meet on average 200 rough sleepers a
month through their outreach work. This figure includes people who are on
the street during the day but may find accommodation each night. It also
includes 60/70 first time contacts. Our Soup Run volunteers come in contact
with on average 190 service users a month, and are often the first point of
contact for those sleeping rough before referral to our Rough Sleeper Team or
other Dublin Simon services.
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Further Note on Rough Sleepers

Rough Sleeper Team

The Dublin Simon Rough Sleeper Team encourages rough-sleepers to access
accommodation, health and social welfare services.

Referrals

The team visits existing clients and makes new contacts at their ‘skippers’
(where they sleep), at meal-centres and day-centres, and anywhere accessed
by people who are homeless.

The team is often alerted to the location of rough sleepers by other voluntary
or statutory organizations, by members of the public or by our nightly Soup
Run.

Service Provision

We support our service users in helping them to plan a way to get off the
streets and into stable accommodation.
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The Dublin Simon Rough Sleeper Team operates seven days a week. (08.00 to
midnight Mon-Fri, 15.00/16.00 to midnight Sat/Sun).

Care Planning

Staff complete a needs assessment and develop a Care Plan with every new
client.

People become homeless for many reasons; family break-ups, after hospital
discharge, on release from prison, or through alcohol or addiction issues.
Many homeless people suffer from mental and physical illness. Others have
learning disabilities.

Client care plans emphasise their most pressing needs:
1. Mental health

Physical health

Hygiene

Income

Food and clothing
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Protection from the elements while sleeping rough
7. Access to emergency shelter
Continuum of Care

Contact with the team is the first step for rough sleepers to move from the
danger and uncertainty of the streets to homes of their own. 95% of the
residents in the Dublin Simon Shelter are referred by Dublin Simon Rough
Sleeper Team. We also refer clients to other specialised emergency services
including the Dublin Simon Treatment Services which include Detox, Rehab
and Aftercare.



