
Press Release 

Friday December 20th 2007 

 

John Ryan and Clan Sing Simon into Christmas 
 

36 Years Running: Ryan Family Descend on Grafton Street on Christmas 
Eve in Aid of People Who Are Homeless in Dublin 

 

Plea for Voices to Carry on the Tradition 

 

A little of the history: This time held tradition began in 1972 over an 
extended lunch with members of the Ryan family and friends, some of whom 
were involved in the Soup Run with the recently established Simon 
Community. They wanted to do more for those without homes so the 
following day, Christmas Eve, the gang gathered outside the now defunct 
Grafton cinema with a few guitars and strong voices and belted out some 
familiar and festive tunes. Cents, shillings and punts raised were all in aid of 
the Simon Community. It was from this humble beginning of £40 that John 
Ryan, his family and friends became an integral part of Christmas in Dublin.   

Through many changes, from the pedestrianisation of Grafton Street to the 
addition of pianos, the Ryan family grew in strength and today they have 
gathered over $500,000 in funds for the Dublin Simon Community.  

However as the years have passed so too have the times when the gang could 
sing all day. Last year they vowed it would be their last but they’re back 
again for one more shot. They, and the Dublin Simon Community, desperately 
want to keep up this timeheld tradition and are putting out a plea for some 
big voices to join in with them. Please join us this Christmas Eve on Grafton 
Street – we’ll be the ones surrounding the piano, guitars and rattling the 
buckets! 

 

For further information please contact Lorna Cronnelly Tel: (01) 6715551 
ext.227; Mob: 086 1724253; Email: lornacronnelly@dubsimon.ie   
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